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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations amend the Council Tax
(Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 1992
(“the 1992 Regulations”).

The 1992 Regulations make provision for the
administration and enforcement of council tax in
Wales and England under the Local Government
Finance Act 1992 and, in Part 5 and Part 6
respectively, outline the process a billing authority
must follow when collecting council tax and enforcing
a council tax debt.

Regulation 23 of the 1992 Regulations prescribes the
circumstances when the billing authority must serve a
reminder notice, and when the unpaid balance of the
estimated amount or the chargeable amount become
payable. Regulation 3 of these Regulations amends
regulation 23 of the 1992 Regulations to prescribe that,
in Wales, a billing authority may serve a reminder
notice on a liable person when instalments that are
payable have not been paid, and this notice must
include certain information, including the amount
which is the aggregate of the instalments which are
due and any instalments that will become due within
seven days of the notice being issued.

Regulation 24 of the 1992 Regulations prescribes the
circumstances when the chargeable amount must be
adjusted. Regulation 4 of these Regulations amends
the definition of “estimated amount” in regulation 24
of the 1992 Regulations to reflect that the chargeable
amount (or estimated amount) becomes due after a
liable person has failed to pay the amount stated under
a final notice rather than under a reminder notice.

Regulation 27 of the 1992 Regulations provides for
the billing of persons who are jointly and severally



liable to pay council tax. Regulation 5 of these
Regulations amends regulation 27 of the 1992
Regulations to enable regulation 33 to operate in the
case of jointly and severally liable council tax payers.

Regulation 33 of the 1992 Regulations prescribes the
steps a billing authority must take before it can apply
to a magistrates’ court for a liability order. Regulation
6 of these Regulations amends regulation 33 of the
1992 Regulations to prescribe that, in Wales, a billing
authority must serve a final notice on a liable person
after a specified period of time, before it can apply to a
magistrates’ court for a liability order.

Regulation 34 of the 1992 Regulations prescribes the
process a billing authority must follow to apply for a
liability order. Regulation 7 of these Regulations
amends regulation 34 of the 1992 Regulations to
prescribe that, in Wales, where a final notice has been
served and the amount stated in the notice remains
unpaid after a specified period of time, the billing
authority may apply to a magistrates’ court for a
liability order.

The Welsh Ministers’ Code of Practice on the
carrying out of Regulatory Impact Assessments was
considered in relation to these Regulations. As a result,
a regulatory impact assessment has been prepared as to
the likely costs and benefits of complying with these
Regulations. A copy can be obtained from the Local
Government Finance Reform Division, Welsh
Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ and is
published on www.gov.wales.
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The Welsh Ministers make these Regulations in
exercise of the powers conferred on the Secretary of
State by paragraphs 1(1), 2(4)(e), 2(5)(a), 3(1) and (2)
and 4(2) of Schedule 2 and paragraphs 1(1)(a)(1),
3(1)(a) and (4)(a) of Schedule 4 to the Local
Government Finance Act 1992(2) and now vested in
them(3).

Title and coming into force

1. The title of these Regulations is the Council Tax
(Administration and Enforcement) (Amendment)
(Wales) Regulations 2025 and they come into force on
1 April 2026.

(1) Paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 4 was amended by paragraph 107(2) of
Schedule 13 to the Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007 (c.
15).

(2) 1992 c. 14.

(3) The powers of the Secretary of State were transferred, in relation to
Wales, to the National Assembly for Wales by virtue of article 2 of,
and Schedule 1 to, the National Assembly for Wales (Transfer of
Functions) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/672). They were subsequently
transferred to the Welsh Ministers by virtue of section 162 of, and
paragraph 30 of Schedule 11 to, the Government of Wales Act 2006
(c.32).



Amendments to the Council Tax (Administration
and Enforcement) Regulations 1992

2. The

Council Tax  (Administration  and

Enforcement) Regulations 1992(1) are amended in
accordance with regulations 3 to 7.

3. In regulation 23 (failure to pay instalments)—

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

()

in paragraph (1)(a), after “billing authority”
insert “in Wales or England”;

in paragraph (1), for “the billing authority
shall serve a notice (“reminder notice”) on the
liable person stating—" substitute “the billing
authority in England shall, and the billing
authority in Wales may, serve a notice
(“reminder notice”) on the liable person.
Where the notice is served by a billing
authority in England, it must state—"";

in paragraph (2), after “reminder notice”
insert “by a billing authority in England”;

in paragraph (3), after “is issued” insert “by a
billing authority in England”;

in paragraph (4), after “reminder notice”
insert “issued by a billing authority in
England”;

after paragraph (4) insert—

“(5) A reminder notice served by a billing

authority in Wales under regulation 23(1) must
state—

(a) the amount which is the aggregate of
the instalments which are due under the
demand notice or any subsequent notice
given under paragraph 10 of Schedule
1, and which are unpaid on the day on
which the reminder notice is issued,

(b) the instalments that will become due
under the demand notice or any
subsequent  notice  given  under
paragraph 10 of Schedule 1, within the
period of seven days beginning with the
day on which the reminder notice is
issued,

(c) that the amount stated in sub-paragraph
(a) is overdue,

(d) that the amount stated in sub-paragraph
(b) is due to be paid within the period
mentioned in that sub-paragraph, and

(e) any other information as the billing
authority considers necessary.”

(4) S.I. 1992/613; amended by S.I. 1994/505, 1997/393 and 2011/528
(W. 73); there are other amending instruments but none are relevant
to these Regulations.



4. In regulation 24(7) (payments: adjustments), after
“regulation 23(3)” insert “or regulation 33(6)”.

5. In regulation 27 (joint taxpayers), after paragraph
(2)(d) insert—

“(da) regulation 33(5) and (6) (liability order:
preliminary steps) has effect as if references to
the liable person and to an amount becoming
payable by the liable person were references to
such of the joint taxpayers as have been served
with a demand notice and to an amount
becoming payable by them, respectively;”.

6.In regulation 33 (liability orders: preliminary
steps)—

(a) in paragraph (1)—

(1) after “billing authority” insert “in Wales
or England”;

9

(i) for “(“final notice”), which is to
substitute “(“final notice”), and where it
is served by a billing authority in
England, it must”;

(b) in paragraph (2), after “served” insert “by a
billing authority in England”;

(c) in paragraph (3), after “final notice” insert “by
a billing authority in England”;

(d) after paragraph (3) insert—

“(4) A final notice served by a billing
authority in Wales must be served—

(a) not less than 14 days after the day on
which the most recent reminder notice
has been issued, and

(b) not less than 41 days after the day on
which the payment was due to be paid
and remains unpaid.

(5) A final notice served by a billing authority
in Wales must state—

(a) the amount that is unpaid on the day the
final notice is served,

(b) that the amount stated in sub-paragraph
(a) is due by the end of the period of 21
days beginning with the day on which
the final notice is served, and

(c) the effect of paragraph (6) below and the
amount that becomes payable by the
liable person in the circumstances
mentioned in that paragraph.

(6) If the liable person has failed to pay the
amount due by the end of the period of 21 days
beginning with the day on which the final notice
was served by a billing authority in Wales, the
unpaid balance of the chargeable amount (or its



estimated amount) becomes payable on the
following day.”

7. In regulation 34 (application for liability order)—

(a) in paragraph (1), after “billing authority”
insert “in England”;

(b) after paragraph (1) insert—

“(1A) Where a final notice has been served by
a billing authority in Wales under regulation
33(1) and the amount stated in the final notice is
wholly or partly unpaid after the period of 21
days beginning with the day on which the final
notice was issued, the billing authority may, in
accordance with paragraph 2, apply to a
magistrates’ court for an order against the
person by whom it is payable.

(1B) An application to a magistrates’ court
under paragraph (1A) may be made no earlier
than the day after the chargeable amount (or its
estimated amount) becomes payable.”;

(c) in paragraph (2), after “application” insert
“made under regulation 34(1) or 34(1A)”.

Mark Drakeford

Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Welsh Language,
one of the Welsh Ministers

20 October 2025



