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International agreements: Agreements considered on 29 September 2025

1. Background

1. The Legislation, Justice and.Constitution. Committee is responsible for the

scrutiny of non-trade international agreements in the sixth Senedd.

2. International agreements signed by the UK Government can cover matters
within devolved competence or matters which have important policy
implications for Wales.

3. The Committee considers the impact on Wales of international agreements

scrutiny period.

4. Our consideration of an international agreement takes into account:
" whether it engages the Senedd’s competence; and/or
. whether there are potential policy implications for Wales.

5. On 29 September 2025, we considered three international agreements that
had recently been laid in the UK Parliament:

noted by the Committee in January 20257 had been formally laid in the UK
Parliament on 22 May 2025.

January 2025



https://senedd.wales/committee/725
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/25?wrap=true
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/25?wrap=true
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/convention-on-supplementary-compensation-for-nuclear-damage-ms-no42025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreement-on-defence-export-controls-ms-no52025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukaustralia-nuclear-powered-submarine-partnership-and-collaboration-agreement-cs-australia-no22025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukaustralia-nuclear-powered-submarine-partnership-and-collaboration-agreement-cs-australia-no22025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukmauritius-agreement-concerning-the-chagos-archipelago-including-diego-garcia-cs-mauritius-no12025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukmauritius-agreement-concerning-the-chagos-archipelago-including-diego-garcia-cs-mauritius-no12025
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=725&MId=15358&Ver=4
https://senedd.wales/media/2cjfltuj/cr-ld16921-e.pdf
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2. Agreements noted for information

Convention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage

8. Thisinternational agreement was laid in the UK Parliament on 30 June
2025. Its scrutiny deadline, as required by the CRaG Act 2010, was 10 September
2025.

9. The purpose of this agreement is to establish a minimum level of national
compensation to be made available for victims of a nuclear incident. Additionally,
it seeks to further increase the amount of compensation available through the
establishment of a shared international fund that can be used to compensate
victims once the national compensation is exhausted.

10. The Explanatory Memorandum to the agreement states that the draft
Nuclear Installations (Compensation for Nuclear Damage) (Amendment)
Regulations 2025° to be made under section 306 of the Energy Act 2023, set out
further technical changes to the way the agreement will be implemented
domestically in the United Kingdom.*

M. The Explanatory Memorandum also states that the UK Government has
consulted with the Scottish Government in relation to the likely impact upon the
functions of the Scottish Ministers.®

12. Asthe agreement concerns nuclear energy, which is a reserved matter as
provided by paragraph 99 of Schedule 7A to the Government of Wales Act 2006
(the 2006 Act), we agreed to note the agreement for information only.

Agreement on defence export controls

13. Thisinternational agreement was laid in the UK Parliament on 1 September
2025. Its scrutiny deadline, as required by the CRaG Act 2010, is 30 October 2025.

14. The agreement allows its contracting parties to consult on national laws,
regulations, and national political principles regarding the control of transfers

> UK Government, Explanatory Memorandum: Convention on Supplementary Compensation for
Nuclear Damage, paragraph 10



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2025/9780348272079
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/685c184a89ba18761d976145/EM_MS_4.2025_Convention_Supplementary_Compensation_Nuclear_Damage_.odt
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/685c184a89ba18761d976145/EM_MS_4.2025_Convention_Supplementary_Compensation_Nuclear_Damage_.odt
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and exports to ensure the economic and political success of their industrial and
intergovernmental cooperation.

15. The Explanatory Memorandum states that the UK Government has not
consulted with the devolved governments, as it considers that the agreement
relates fully to a reserved matter with no direct implications for the devolved
governments.®

16. Asthe agreement concerns national security, which is a reserved matter as
provided by paragraph 32 of Schedule 7A to the 2006 Act, we agreed to note the
agreement for information only.

UK-Australia Nuclear-Powered Submarine Partnership and Collaboration
Agreement

17. Thisinternational agreement was laid in the UK Parliament on 1 September
2025. Its scrutiny deadline, as required by the CRaG Act 2010, is 30 October 2025.

18. The purpose of the agreement is to enable and facilitate comprehensive
bilateral cooperation between the UK and Australia in support of the successful
delivery of AUKUS Pillar | (a trilateral defence and security partnership including
the United States of America).

19. The Explanatory Memorandum states that the UK Government has not
consulted with the devolved governments, as it considers that the agreement
relates fully to a reserved matter with no direct implications for the devolved
governments.”

20. Asthe agreement concerns defence and nuclear energy, which are reserved
matters as provided by paragraphs 11 and 99, respectively, of Schedule 7A to the
2006 Act, we agreed to note the agreement for information only.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b185793f3e5483efdba805/EM_MS_5.2025_Agreement_Defence_Export_Controls.odt
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b1816bd723ba6f74dba7fe/EM_CS_Australia_2.2025_Nuclear_Submarine_Partnership_Collaboration.odt
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68b1816bd723ba6f74dba7fe/EM_CS_Australia_2.2025_Nuclear_Submarine_Partnership_Collaboration.odt
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